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SERMON | 
 PrEaACH'D on Eaſter Sunday, 1 
Little Oakly, in the County of Effex, _ * j 

Near Harwich, 1707. 9 


hoon ns Colm 2. Ver. 1. 
If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things tha 
are above. a „ 
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By JOSEPH PERKINS, late Curate there, 
who upon May the 24th, 1707. made Oath be: 
fore the Right Worſhiptul Sir William Withers Kt. | 

that he heard the Voice of an Angel or Spirit 
ſpeaking to him two ſeveral times in one Night. 


[f an Angel or a Spirit has ſpoken unto him, let us not 
fight againſt God, Acts 23. ver. 9. 
I heard thy Voice O Lord, and was afraid. Hab. 3. 2. 
And they ſaid unto Moſes, ſpeak thou unto us, and 
we will hear: but let not God ſpeak with us leaſt 
we dye. Exod. 20. 19. 
For who can hear the Voice of God and yet live 2 
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Nocte gravem ſomno tetigit mihi ſpiritus Aurem 2 
Angelicum audivi, nocte ſilente ſonum. 
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TZondon: Printed and Sold by E. Hills, in Black-fryars,near 
the Water · ſide. For the Benefit of the Poor. 1707. 


The PREF ACE tothe REA DE R. 


Chriſtian READER, Be 
T is commonly taught, both from the Pulpit and 
[ from the Preſs, that Miracles are now ceas d. But 
thoſe that thus confident'y teach this Doctrine, would 
| Ze of another mind, if they knew what I Know, and 
what 1 have openly declar d before ſeveral Magiſtrates 
and other Gentlemen, upon Oath, That I heard an 
Angel or Spirit ſpeak to me two ſeveral times, with. 
in the ſpace of an Hour, or thereabouts, in one Night. 
And that this was no ordinary or natural Voice, 
appears by this , that all natural Yoices are 
framed and formed by natural Organs, or Inſtruments, 
a5 the Tongue, Throat, Pallat, Teeth and Lips, 
according to that old Logical Diſticł, viz. 
Inſtrumenta novem ſunt guttur, lingua palatum, 
Quatuor & dentes, & duo Labra fimul. 
But in the forming of this Voice, there were none of 
all thefe Organs, no more than there was in that Voice 
which Moſes heard ſpeaking to him out of the Buſb, 
or in thoſe Voices, when God ſpake to Abimilech, and 
others, i Dreams, or in that Voice which St. Paul 
heard as he was traveling to Damaſcus, Acts 22. 
as I certainly know. When I firſt heard this dreadful 
Voice, which was but in three Words, I ſtarted out of 
my ſleep in great Horror and Aſtoniſhment ; and when 
Thad alittle recover d my Spirits, I well hop d that 
it had been a deluſion, or fancy, not without great fear 
that it was a real Voice: Aud then I deſir d Almigh- 
ty God in my Prayers, that if it were a real Voice, 1 
pight hear it again; aud withal I prayed that I might 
Kom the Reaſon why he ſpake to me in that dreadful 
anner. Whereupon I had no ſooner compos'd my ſelf 
*oſlzep (which I hardly did through fear and Amazes 
FE | | 


ment) But ] heard the ſame Angel or Spirit ſpeaking 
to me again the ſecond time, in three words more, and 
telling me wit hal, the very Reaſon why he ſpake to 
me at firſt, which exactly anſwer'd both my Petitions, 
and gave me full and undoubted ſatis faction and Aſſu- 
rance, that an Angel or Spirit had ſpoken unto me, — 
What the very words were I ſhall not diſcover as yet, 
But in due time I will, tho it be to my own Shame and 
Sorrow, In the mean time I do hereby convince the 
People of this Nation of two dangerous Errors, | 

The firſt Error is that of the Saduces heretofore, | 
and thoſe Prophane Atheiſts among ſt us now, who ſay | 
there is no Angel nor Spirit, nor God, nor Devil. 


The ſecond Error is that of our Modern Divines, 


whether Conformiſts, or Nonconformiſts, who both 
falſly teach that Miracles are already ceas d. 
Let all therefore that read this Relation, fear and 
tremble, and repent, and know for certain that there 
25 aterrible God, and that - here are immaterial Be. 
 7nz5, Angels and Spirits, ſeparated from their Bodies, | 
That they can, if God commands them ſpeak with an 
audible Voice, without the help of corporal Organs, as | 


this Spirit did to me, when I was on Board the Ship | 


Devonſhire, in Cadiz Bay, Capt. Halton Commanding 
that Ship, and Admiral Ruſſel Commanding the Fleet. 
J intend to give a fuller and larger Account of this matter 
hereafter ! In the mean time I deſire all Men to forbear ſeojfing, 
mocking and deriding me, (as ſore did in Exeter) And when | 
T Preach, as I did lately at Poplar, and at Trinity Chappel in| 
St. Martin's Pariſh in London, and at Roderbith, June the 1 5th} 
1707. Ideſire all my Auditor to hear me with Reverence and 
Attention, equal and proportionable to that ardennt Zeal, and 
fervent Charity, that is in me, and is the only motive in me, 41 
it was in all the bleſſed Apoſtles to Preach the Goſpel; See Biſhop 
Sanderſon's Sermon on Gen. 20. v. G. concerning Supernatus | 


raland Divine Revelations. * 1 O, PERKINS 
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If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things that 


are above. 


FN HR1S T's Reſurrection is the Pledge and Earneſt 

, of ours ; had he nor rifen, neither ſhould we : The 
| gates of Death had been barr'd upon us, and the gates of 
Heaven had been ſhut upagainſt us; and we ſhould have been 
covered with eternal Shame and Infamy. But now Chriſt, 
like another Sampſon, has broken through the Gates of 


Death, and opened unto us the Gates of everlaſting Life: 
Our Hea4 1s riſen indeed, and we in him: If ye then be riſen 
vn Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things that are above. | 


The Text is to be underſtood of Chriſt's Corporal Refur- 
rection from the Grave, and of-our Spiritual Reſurrection 
from the Death of Sin unto the Life of Righreouſneſs ; as if 
our Apoſtle had ſaid, II ye be riſen ſpiritually from the dead, 
as Chriſt is Corporally, then ſeek t hoſe things that are above. 

In which Words, we may conſider | 

J. A Duty enjoyn'd [| Seek | 5 

II. The Object of that Duty, or what we are to ſeek, 

{ things above © | _ 
III. Thirdly and Laſtly, the Reaſon why we are to ſeek 
the things above, and that is, becauſe we are riſen with 
Chriſt. Fye then be riſen with Chriſt, &c. 

And firſt of the Act or Duty [L Seek ] „ 
God has made nothing to be idle; every thing in Nature 
does accompliſh its end by Motions and Operations; and 
there fore much more Man, who is born to Labour. When 


God firſt made Man, he plac'd him in the Garden of Eden, 

not only to ſleep in it, or ſpend his Days idly in the pleaſant 
Welks thereof, bur to dreſs it and keep it. After Adam's 
fall, God laid this Charge upon all his Poſterity. In the ſweat 
of th Face ſhalt thou eat Bread: Which is ts be underſtood 
a$ 


3 


zs well of the ſweat of the Brain, as of the Bw ; fo that all 
Men muſt ſweat before they eat; as well thoſe of Profeſſion, 


as thoſe of Occupation, There muſt be no Cyphers in God's 


Arithmatick, no ſlothful Servants in his Vineyard. We muſt 
not hide our Talent in a Napkin, but carefully improve it by 
our earneſt ſeeking the things above. Here in this World no 
Man may ſing his Soul a ſweet Requiem with that Rich Man 
in the Goſpel : Soul, take take thy reſt, thou haſt mueh goods 
laid up for many years yet to come. For in Heaven alone, 
which is our Father's Houſe, there are many Manſions to reſt 
in. In this World, which is out of our Father's Houſe, there 
are not many Manſions, no not any Manſions to reſt in, but 
only Vineyards to labour in: And that Penny, by which is 
meant Eternal Bliſs, is promiſed to the Workmen, Non 
dormentibus pervinit Regnum Cælorum, nec otio aut deſidid 
torpentibus Premium eternitats promittitur, ſed vigilantibu 
bene vi ventibus, ſaith Leo. The Kingdom of Heaven fall 
not to the Sluggard's ſhare, neither is Eternal Life promiſed 
to wicked and ſlothful People, but to thoſe that diligently 
ſeek the fame, and are vigilant in the works of Godlineſs. 
Here in this world we may not ſtand till ; for that is repro- 
ved, why ſtand ye {till all the day idle? We may not ſit down, 
for that is reſerv'd for another and a better Life; when many 
ſhall come from the Eaft, and from the Weſt, and ſhall fir 
down with Abrabam, Iſaac and Jacob, in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But we muſt imploy all our time in ſeeking the 
things above. - We ſee things here below will not be come 
by, without much ſeeking, and do we think that things a- 
bove will drop into our Mouths, without our ſecking he 
ſame ? No: He that will find muſt ſeek : without ſeeking no- 
thing can be had. Our Saviour tells us, That the Kingdom 
of Heaven ſuffers violence, and the violent take it by farce. 
That an Earthly Kingdom ſhould ſuffer violence, 1s not 
ſtrange: We ſee it ſome times to our grief and loſs ; but the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſhould ſuffer violence, this is ſtrange in- 
deed ; yet not ſo ſtrange as true: But this muſt not be un- 
derſtood of any ſtrong-handed, or outward violence, but ol 
an inward a ſpiritual violence, ſtriving to enter in at the 
| ſtreight 
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bour not for the meat that periſheth, but labbur for the mt 
that endureth unto everlaſting life; where he ſpeaks by w 
of Compariſon, that is, do not fo labour for the meat /tiiat 


wg 
ſtreight gate. For tho God be not content that we ſhauld | 
offer violence unto Men, but excludes: all Robbers and Re- 
bells, and Murderers, and extortioners, and all violent Fer- 
ſons out of the Kingdom of Heaven; yet is he well content 
that we ſhould offer violence unto himſelf, and by the force 
of our Prayers, ſpoil him and rob him, as it were, of his Eter- 
nal Treaſures. Et quo quiſque violentior eo ſanctior. And 
the more violent any Man is thus after God, and the things a- 
bove, the better Chriſtian is he, and the nłarer ta Heaven. 
When our, Saviour tells us of a Pearl, by which is meant atet? 
nal Bliſs, he telleth us that all wiſe Merchants, that is, all 
good Chriſtians, muſt ſeek for the ſame. When he tells us o 
a Crown, he ſays, we muſt ftrive for it, and run exceeding 
ſwiftly : For no Man is Crown'd before he ſtrive.? When 
he tells us af the Bread of Life, he bids us lubour for it, la- 


Periſheth, as to neglect the Meat that Periſnheth not. 
and firſt ſeek the Kingdom of God, and the Righte- 
ouſneſs thereof; that is, above all other things. The 
deſire of things uſeful for this Life is needful, but the deſie of 


Heaven, and Heavenly things is moſt neceſſary of all: This 


is like Mary's Part, which ſhall never be taken from her. 
Bur alaſs l there is continual ſeeking up and down the warld, 
inſomuch that if a Queſtion were ask'd, what all men iu tlie 
world are buſie in doing? It might be anſwer'd in one word, 
{ 2werunt ] they ſeek: We are all (as the Pſalmiſt fpeaks, 
Generaiio Quærentium, a Generation of ſeekers. But what 
do they ſeek ? Why ſome ſeek Riches, and the Mammon of 
this world, and hearken to the Merchant's of Jans, ſaying; 
LYutrenda pecunia primum ; firſt ſeek money before . Virtue, 
rather than ta the Minifters of Chriſt, Primum querite regum 
Dei; firſt ſeek the Kingdom of God. Never had any Nati- 
on more exhortation to ſeek the things above, than this has 
had; and yet how few do practice it aright ? Pliny tells us; 
that there are certain Trees that are called, Arbores indociles, 
Juæ in alienas non commeant terraas : Trees that are ind ei- 
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ple to live any where but where they firſt grew. Think me 
not blind if 1 tell you, that I fee many Men walking in this 
world like Trees that are indocible, to any thing ſave to the 
courſe of this world, wherein they were born and bred; they 
can faſhion themſelves to the ſearch of Earthly Riches ; as 
for the ſearch of Heaven, and Heavenly things, this we can- 
not teach them tho we labour it never ſo much. This they 
think is an unprofitable ſearch : they deſire not to be con- 
verſant in it. The common cry is, Qu oſt endet no bis bona! 
Who will ſhew us any good Bargain or any good Purchaſe? 
But alaſs! how vain how fickle and unconſtant the greateſt 
Riches of this, world, are, who knoweth not? They often 
times take them wings and fly away, and leave us behind to 
dament and bewail the loſs of them; or elſe our thread is cut, 
and We drop away, and leave them behind, and theres an end 
uß the greateſt Riches, we can neither ſecure them from the 
eib of others, nor can they ſecure us from the wrath of God: 
Howfoever part we muſt either ſooner or latter, perhaps be- 
fore to morrow; Stulte bac node: Thou Fool, this Night 
ſhalt thy Soul be-requir'd of thee; then whoſe ſhall thoſe things 
be thou now calleſt thine : Howſoever, (as I ſaid but now) 
part we muſt; if they leave not us while we live, certain it is, 
we muſt leave them when we die. It ſhould be our Wiſdom 
therefore not to lay up our Treaſure upon Earth, where Moth 
and ruſt doth corrupt, and whee thieves break through and 
ſteab z but we ſhould lay up our treaſure in Heaven, where nei- 
ther moth norruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through and ſteal, We muſt not buſie our ſelves too much 
with anxious thoughts about the things of this world, that it 
be not ſaid unto us as it was to Mart ba, TupedFfu Me 
F\A&, thou att troubled about many things. We ought 
ſo to uſe the world, as if we us'd it not: Paſſing through the 
valeof Miſery, (that is the World) we ſhould ze it as a well, 
from whence to draw a little water to quench our thirſt, and 
ſupply our neceſſary occaſions : But we ſhould be careful to 
drain it from the Mud; that is, uſing the World to keep out 
ſelves unſpotted of the World. How much of the World 
ſhould faiisfe and content a Chrittian, we may learn fzom an 
Heathen Port, Juvenal. ” Mew 
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— tamen ua 1 Hh 
| Sufficiat cenſus, ſiquis me conſulat edam: 
In quantum fits at que fames & frigora poſcunt, 


No Man thatis to travela lon g difficult Journey, would wik 


lingly burthen himſelf with any unneceſſary, weight : Neither 


will any wiſe Man, who diligently ſeeks the things above, and 
travels towards the Celeſtial Feruſalem, over-charge himſelf 
with the Riches and Cares of this World having renounced 
the World, with all the covetous deſires thereof, he will not 
be very diligent and ſollicitous all his days, how he may lade 
himſelf (as the Prophet ſpeaks) with thick Clay. We read 
in Geneſis, that Abra bam was very Rieh; but there is a La- 


tine Tranſlation which faith, Alrabaſ was very Heavy, | 


And it is obſerv'd by thoſe that are skilld in Hebrew, that the 
Word in the Original indifferently bears both fignifications, 
to intimate unto us, that Riches are of themſelves an heavy 
burthen, and do oftentimes hinder Men from attaining-of 
Heaven, according to that ſaying of our Saviour, It & eaſie# 
for a Camel to go through the Eye of a Needle, than for a Rich 
Man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. If thou ſet thy 
Heart upon Riches, they will likewiſe ſer themſelves uponthy 
Heart, and lye ſo heavy upon thy Heart, that they will weigh 
and preſs thee down with thy Heart into Hell: They breed 
ſuch and ſo many Diſtractions, that they leave no time for 


that anum neceſſarium, that one thing neceſſary. This I ſpeak 
not to condemn all kind of ſeeking the things here below : 
For every Man muſt ſeek and provide fot things neceſſary, 
namely for thoſe of his own Houſhold; otherwiſe he hath 
deny'd the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. But I ſpeak. 


of the immoderate ſeeking, and inordinate deſire of many, 
| Who are ſo wedded to their Wealth, that they make Shipwrack 
of F-ith, and of a good Conſcience, for a little filthy Lucre. 
If thy Reſolutions have been or are according to the com- 
mon practice of the World, quocunque modo rem: To gather 
Treaſure, and ro feather thy Neſt, either by right or wrong ; 
If thou canſt diſpenſe with thy Conſcience fo as to take ad- 


vantage 


vantage of thy Neighbours, either Poverty to oppreſs him, 
or ſimplicity to cheat or circumvent him; if thou haſt adven- 
tur d to encteaſe thy Subſtance by Uſury or Bribery, by Sy. 
mony or Flattery, by Perjury or Hypocriſie; by Men- plea- 
ſing, or time-ſerving, & c. and then thou mayſt be ſure that 
thou art ſtill buryed in the Cares of the World, and art not 
riſen with Chriſt, neither doſt thou ſeek the things above. 
Ochers there are that ſeek, but it is for Honour and Pto- 
motion, and to be above others, as the Ambitious: That ſtick 
not to ſwim through a Sea of Blood, to get within the reach 
of a Crown; that turn the World into Aceldama, a field of 
Blood, and ſtir up War and Tumults for the ſake ot Glory 
and Praiſe, and popular Applauſe: Like Hannibal, who tra- 


vell'd over the Alps to be talk*d of, on whom the Satyriſt be. 


ſtow d this ſharp Rgſtection. 


I Demers & Savas curre per Alpen, 
Ut Paers placeas, & declamat io fias. 
ut alaſs | Beloved, Honores Mundi ſunt tumores mundi. 
The Honours of the World are but the Waves of the World, 


which Chriſt taught us to contemn, and tread under foot, 
when he himſelf walked upon the Waters. They. are but a 


vaniſhing ſhadow; Men themſelves in their moſt flouriſhing 
Eſtate, are altogether Vanity, See it in Hawwmen, that For- 
tune's Fool to day dining with the King and Queen, and to 
morrow hanging on his own Gibbett. See it in Holofernes, 
ſhaking che City with his fear, and ſuddenly his Head brought 


in a Waller, by the Hand of a Woman. See it in that Sa- 


maritan Prince, who this day leaned on the King's ſhoul- 
der, and the next diy was trodden under foot of the People. 
Thoſe that by Rebellions, Wars and Blood-ſhed; have 


made a great Confuſion and Diſturbance in the World, how 


ſuddenly do they confume, periſh, and come to a fearful end; 
even as a Tale that is told, fo ſhall their Image vaniſh out of 
the City. As Nebuchadnezzar's Image had an head of Gold, 
but Feet of Iron and Clay, ſo is all the glorious Pomp of 
Worldlings ; Golden in the beginning, but the end thereof is 


Duſt 
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and Aſhes, and Shame: Only with the Godly is durable Ho- 
nour, Which is not extinguiſhed by Death it felt : For tho” 
their Bodys are buried in Peace, yet the Name endureth for 
evermore, The Memorial of the Kighteous, when envy and 
Calumny have done the worſt it can to blaſt, ſhall yet be bleſ- 
ſed: But the Name of the Wicked, when Hypocrites and 
Flatterers have done their belt to prevent it, ſhall rot notwith- 
ſtanding, as Biſhop Sanderſon has it, and there's an end of all 
their Honour. 11 0 „„ 

A Third ſort there are that ſeek, but it is for Pleaſure, and 
Worldly delight, and as Eſau ſold his Birth-right for a Meſs 


of Pottage, ſo theſe ſell their Inheritance of Heaven, for a 


little Worldly Pleaſure and Delight. But this as the Prophet 
ſpeaks from the Mouth of God, is to ſell our ſelves for nought, 


| 1/a. 52. 3. (and as Biſhop Sanderſon upon that Text ſays, to 


barter away, Calum pro Cæno, Heaven for Dirt, Paradiſe for 


an Apple our ſelves, (that is our Souls) for nothing. For a- 


laſs ! all our moſt fortify'd Delights are but like Children ju- 
ſtled down with a fillop, a Shadow, the very Dream of a Sha- 
dow, and no better than Jonathan's ſweet Hony-comb, which 
being but taſted, was like to have coſt him his Life; Or like 
the Traytor Judas ſuggard-ſopp, which did but make way 
for the Devil to enter into him. Suppoſe we ſpend all our 
time in ſeeking them, all will prove but infructuoſus labor, 


unprofitable Pains : Suppoſe we find them, all will prove bur 


fallax ſuavitas, deceitful Sweetneſs; like that of St. John's 
Book, ſweet as Honey in the Mouth, but bitter as Gall or 
Worm wood, yea, as rank Poyſon in the Stomach. Momen- 
taneum eſt quod delectat, ſed eternum quod cruciat, ſaith St. 
Auguſtine, The Pleaſure is but for a Moment, but the Tor- 
ment is for ever. Know they not that it will be Bitter- 
neſs in the latter endꝰ Shame, Sorrow, and bitter Repentance ? 
and this is the beſt end imaginable of ſuch bad beginnings : 
But without Repentance, Death, Eternal Death not to be a- 


voided. What Fruit had you then in thoſe things whereof 
you are now aſham'd ? for the end of thoſe things is Death. 
They bring with them the Stings of Conſcience here, and the 


wrath of God hereafter. Seneca an Heathen Man can tell 
| you, 
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you; that Summa voluptas, voluptatem contemnere, The 
chiefeſt Pleaſure is to contemn all Worldly Pleaſure: And 
they that make this Life meerly a Paſttime tor Pleaſure and 
Delight, ſhew, faith the Wife Man, that their heart 
x Aſbes, and their hope more vile than the Earth they 
walk upon. Seek we muſt, but neither Profits, nor Honours, 
nor Pleaſures, for after theſe things do the Heathens ſeek, bur 
To va Ff, ſeek thoſe. things that are above; for they 
are the true Object of our ſeeking, and my ſecond part. 
I be end of Man which is Happineſs, conſiſteth not in any 
thing here below. It cannot be imagin'd, that he, for whom 
the World was made, bur that he ſhould have ſome end more 
excellent than the World. This World is the place where- 
in we were born and bred : but we Chriſtians were not born 


for the World, or only to enjoy the. things of the World, but 


we ſeek for better Riches to be poſſeſs'd and enjoy'd in the 
World to come. We Chriſtians were born for higher mat 
ters than any here below; we ſhould not therefore be fo baſe 
minded as to admire them. Here we have no abiding City, 
but we ſeek one to come: Here we muſt not lay up our Trea- 
ſure, where Moth and Ruſt doth corrupt, and where Thieves 
break through and ſteal; but we mult lay up our Treaſure 
in Heaven, where neither Moth nor Ruſt doth corrupt, and 
where Thieves do not break through and ſteal, La&antizs 
ſpeaking of Man's Creation, faith thus: Homo incedit ere 
in Cælum: Man goeth upright with his Face towards Heaven. 
Os homini ſublime dedit Cœlumque tueri, Juſſit. Tot 67 
God gave Man a lofty Countenance, a Countenance' be- 
hold the Heavens, whereas other Creatures hang their heads 
downwards towards the Earth, the Centre of the World, 
from whence they were taken. Beloved, if Nature would 
not have us moles, but teaches us to carry our heads aloft, cer- 
tainly Grace ſhould teach us much more to mount our hearts 
and affectections towards Heaven, and Heavenly things. And 
this we might eaſily perform, if we could but faſhion our 
affections and deſires as Nature has faſhion'd our Hearts. Our 
Hearts are broad above, and cloſe beneath: The Baſis, or 


Broader part upwards towards Heaven and Heavenly things; 


The 


or 
„ 
be 


be at rell. And St. Perl, after he had been taken up into 


if - # 20d e 
The Conas or narrower part downward towards the Earth 
and earthly things. Here we have no abiding City: Here 
we are bur Strangers and Pilgrims. Now why are Chriſtians 
called Strangers and Pilgrims? So long as they tarry here 
upon Earth they are both Strangers and Pilgrims : Strangers, 
45 belonging to another Country, and Pilgrims, us 2 
here no abiding City. This true, in regard of time an 
continuance the wicked alſo are Strangers upon Earth, as well 
as the Godly, but in heart and affection they are not fo ; ſor 
neither know they any other Country, neither defire they any 
other: Here they would build them Tabernacles, ſet up their 


reſt here: They would make Earth their Heaven, and Earth-* | 


ly things their Paradiſe. Their Deſires and Affections are 
wholy bent upon the Earth : their thoughts earthy: they mind 
only earthly things : higher than earth in their thoughts and 
affections they cannot go. O curve in Terras , Anima, & 
Cæleſtium inanes ! They may truly ſay with the Pſamiſt, 
tho? in a far different and in worſe ſenſe: Adbæſit Pavimento: 
Our Soul cleaveth to the Duſt. | 8 
But the Godly Man accounts himſelf a Stranger upon Earth 
not fo much for his ſhort continuance upon Earth, but bee 
cauſe he is a Burgeſs of Heaven, a Citizen of the new Feru- 
ſalem which is above. Tho' he walk upon Earth, yet his 
Converſation, as St. Paul ſpeaks, is in Heaven. Tho* be 
So journ upon Earth, yet be will not dwell there: He & riſen 
with Chriſt, and had ſet hi Affection on things above. And 


hence it is, and in this ſenſe, that Theodoret termes a devout 


Chriſtian Animal alatum, a winge, Creature: Luia dum in 
Terr verſetur ut Animal, ut Avis tamen in ſublime volat: 
Becauſe rho”. his body ſo journs upon Earth, yet his foul like; 

a bird ſoars up to Heaven. Devout Chriſtians are like the. - 
Eagles, to whom they are figuratively compar'd, they ſeek 
and ſcent the things above, Chriſt Jeſus their prey. And hence 
it is that Holy David cryes out: Wo me that I am con- 

trained to dwell with Meſech, and to have my babitation a= 
mong the Tents of Kedar: And O hat J had, or who will 
give me wings like a Dove; for then would I fly away and 
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the third Heaven, and had ſeen the Glory of the Celeſtial 


Feruſalem, deſired to be diſſolv'd, and to be with Chriſt. 


And it was the Prayer of good Old Simeon, after he had ſeen 

Chriſt in the Fleſh, Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant de- 

part in Peace. And it has been the Cuſtom of all God's. Saints 

and Servants to account the moſt precious things upon earth 

of be but as dung in compariſon of thoſe things that are a- 
we. | » 

Now if any man ſhall ask me, what the things above are, 
They are ſome times called, the Light of the Lord in the 
Land of the living: Some times, the Kingdom of Heaven: 
Some times, an inheritance immortal and undehled, and that 
fadeth not away: Some times, the Glory that ſhall be revea- 
led, ſome times eternal Life, and in a word all thoſe ineffable 
and unconceivable bleflings which God has prepared for them 
that love him: Theſe are the things above, and theſe are the 
things we are to ſeek ; which if we will find, we muſt repent 
of dead works, believe the Goſpel, keep the Commandments, 
live ſoberly righteouſly and Godly in this preſent World: we 
muſt pray without ceafing, and frequent the holy Commu- 
nion; And when the Church calls upon us, (as ſhe does this 


day) Surſum Corda, lift up our hearts, we muſt anſwer in 


doing as well as in ſaying ; We lift them up unto the Lord. 

I come now to the motive why we {hould ſeek the things 
above, and that is, becauſe we are riſen with Chriſt, Now 
we are (aid to riſe with Chriſt two ways, Sacramentaliter, 
eX efficaciter as Zanchy obſerves. 
- Firſt Sacramentally: For in Baptiſm all the Fruits of Chriſt's 


Death, Burial and Reſurrection are ſealed unto us on God's 


part: and we on our parts promiſed to renounce the World, 
the Fleſh and the Devil, and to continue Chriſt's faithful 
Souldiers and Servants unto our lives end. Our fins then are 


two ways mortified and ſubdued : Firſt by the Remiſſion or 


not imputing of them purchaſed by the Death and Reſurre- 
Aion of Chriſt, which is our Juſtification ; And Secondly, 
by our daily dying unto fin, which is our Sanctification. 
Secondly , we are ſaid to rife with Chriſt effectually: 
For as in dam all dye, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made * 


x our firſt Parent Adam the whole Nature of Mankindz. 
ind look what he did, we did, and what he ſinned, we ſin- 
ed; fo Chriſt the Second Adam took our Nature upon him, 


ind ſtood in our place: and look what he did, all the 
Faithful did with him, when he ſuffer'd, all the Faithful ſuf- 
fer with him, and when he roſe again, all the Faithſul riſe 
with him. And to what end were we raiſed, but that we 
ſhould become new Men, new Creatures; to walk in newneſg 
of Life; they that are ſtill the ſame they were before, if un- 
holy, unboly ſtill, if filthy, filthy ſtill, theſe Men are not 
riſen with Chriſt. : 
They have not put off the Old Man, which 1s corrupt, nor 
put on the New Man which after Chriſt is Created in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs. Chriſt hath put all his Souldi- 
ers into another order: They are pure, unblamable, ſhining 
25 Lights in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generation. 
They are riſen with Chriſt, and therefore are conformed and 
like unto him. Now ye know chat he, after he was riſen from 
the dead, did not converſe with the Men of this World, 
but lived as it were, in an Heavenly manner. And the more 
thou art conformed to Chriſt thy Captain, the nearer thou art 
to life and happineſs : And the more thou art conformed to the 


J courſe of this World, the more of the Corrupt Old Man a- 


bideth in thee : And it will highly concern thee to know whe= 
ther thou be riſen with Chriſt or no; without this know- 
ledge and aſſurance that thou art riſen from the Death of Sin, 


{ unto the life of Righteouſneſs, out of darkneſs into his mar- 


vellous Light, out of the Kingdom and Power of Satan, in- 
tothe Kingdom of God; thou canſt have no true Joy nor 
Comfort. For what true Joy or ſolid Comfort can ſuch an 
one have, that is unreſolved and doubtful in a matter of that 
high concern? That therefore thou mayeſt deal toundly with 
lf, in the Tryal of thy Heart, and not deceive thy ſelf up- 
on falſe Grounds (as many thouſands do) Examine thy ſelf 
by theſe two Rules, which Biſhop Sanderſcn has pceſcribed 
to that end, viz. Univerfality and Conſtancy. There is no 
better way to make this Tryal whether thou be riſen with 
Ibriſt or no, than by the newneſs of Life, and heavenly Me- 
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_ _ Gitations: Doſt them 


hear God's Word with Joy, and apt 
thou well pleaſed with every part and parcel thereof? Doft 
thou receive it with Meekneſs, without Wrath and A er. 
wail thy Sins with Tears? Doſt thou ſtoutly oppoſe all thy 
ſecret Corruptions and thy Maſter Sin? Doſt thou abhor thoſe 
Sing wherein thou formerly delightedſt? Art thou zealous 
for God when thou heareſt his holy Name Diſhonoured, 
Oatheg and Curſes ? Art thou equaily bent to keep all his 


when its pplyed bome to thy Ben Sins ? Doſl thou 


Commandments, and equally ſet againſt every evil way? Ar 


thou Faithful and Loyal to thy Sovereign ? Art thou 
thou Sober in thy ſelf, and Charitable to the Poor? Art thou 


.. upright and juſt in all thy dealings with God and Man ? Ar 


humble and lowly in Heart, and doſt thou conſtantly perſe- 
vere in well-doing, theſe are indeed comfortable Signs of true 
Grace and Sanctification in the Heart, That thou art tranſla. 
ted out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs into God's marvellouz 
Light, that thou art brought out of the ſtate of corrupt Na- 
ture into the ſtate of Grace: That thou art riſen with Chriſt 


here, and ſhalt hereafter be raiſed to live with him for ever. 


more; which God Almighty grant for the Merits of the 


Death and Paſſion of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


To whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory both now and for evermore. Amen, 
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